WS Ii rmme li we 4 <a" 


SOME 


Of the TRYALS ofthe 
FI V E Notorious 


TESUITS, 


Popilh Prieſts, 


And TRAY TFTORS: 


ap 
Thomas White alias y c Fohn Gawern alias 
Whitebread, Gawen, 
William Harcourt, and 
John Fenwick , Anthony Turner ; 


- Found guilty of Hicy-TrtasoN 
for conſpiring to Murther the KING, ſubvert 
the Government, root out the Proveſiant 


Religion, and eſtabliſh Popery, &xc. 


On a fair Tryal by virtue of a Commiſſion of 


Oper and Terminer at the Old Baily, Jus I3. = 9. 


ACCOUNT. 
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Some Account of the Tryals 


of the Five notorious Jetuits, Popiſh 
Prieſts, and Traytors, Tune 13. 1679. 


Fter the Commiſſion read , and the Juries Impan- 
neijed , and their appearances recorded, {ix Priſo- 
ners were Arraigned, viz. Tho, White, alias IFhite- 
bread, apprehended on the tirft dilcovery of the 
Plot alittle lean very o!d man , in mean gray cloaths, who 
was Frovincial of the Engliſh ]:ſuites, and thould have been, 
had their curſed dclign hit, Biſhop of Canterbury, William 
Harcourt , taken not above tive weeks ago near Loxg- Acre, an 
anticnt Tall man in black Habit, with a Perriwig 3 a perſon 
though no good Orator, yet very pohitick, and often men- 
tzoned in Colemans Tryal and Letters, as a grand infirument 
of milchief, John Fenwick, a middle-aged man , fomewhat 
genteely dreſicd, in a lightith Wig, and gray Campaigne 
Coat, Fobn Geavern alias Gawen , a ſhort well-{ct man, in 
gray Cloaths, and looking very plain ard ordirary as a Coun- 
try-man, but in truth a perlon of exquilite parts and Orato- 
ry, who manag'd almoſt the whole detence on the bchalf of 
his fellow priſoners, with a great deal of brisknels, fabtiliy, 
and fine Larguage. Axthony Turner, a pcrfon in mean ha- 
bit, and (ſhort Perriwig , one that ſaid little for himſclt. And 
Fames Cocker , who preſenting a Petition , alleadging, that 
he had not his Witneſſes ready , was put oft as to his Tryal 
t1i] next day, fo that the Court at pretent proceeded only with 
the hve ftirfi named. | | 
 Ticir Tryal was very tedious, laſting from before nine a 
clock in the morning, to {even cr cight in the evening. The 
particulars whereot we do not here pretend fully 2nd exactly 
to relate , as well, becauſe *tis not io be doit in a fingle 
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iheet , 2s eſpecially for that we are aflured, there will ſhortly 
by the ſpeci] care of Authority, be a compicat and punctual 
Account thereof publiſhed , to which we refer the more cus 
rious Reader 4 oncly deftgning here togive a brief Narrative 
of the moſt obſervable points for the preſent f{atisfaction of 
the common people, that they may know what Jufiice was 
dove ther, and what in gen:-ral was proved upon thern. 
They were all five charged 1n one Indictment lpecially 
drawn, for High-Trealfon, and that aggravated with al} the 
moſt horrid Circumitances imaginable, ÞFirit, that they con- 
ſpired to kill and deliroy His Sacred Majetty , and this declg- 
red in a three-fold overt Act, by hiring Grove and Pickering 
(he firlt for tifreen hundred pounds, the fecond for thirty 
thouſand Maſics to ſhoot or ffab him,) by hiring four Irifh 


Ruftians to Murther Ris Majelty at J/5ndſor , by bribing. 


Wakeman tos Fifteea thouſand pounds to Poyſon Him. Sc- 
condly, to Subvert the Government, extirpate the Proteſtant 
Religion, and introduce Popery, ©. —— Their Jury were 
very {ubtiavtial Gentlemen, and they made peremptory Chal- 
lenges to all that had been on the Tryals of Coleman, or any 
Others concern'd in this Plor. | 
Old Father IV/h;tebread and Fenrwick, on their 
Arraigament inliſted, that they had formerly been 


brought to Tryal, and ought not to be twice put in 


Jeopardy of their Lives for the ſame Fa& ; but this: 


vain pretence was refuted by ſhewing, that though 
they were once call'd to the Bar, yet the Jury was 
never charged with them, and conſequently they 
were never 1n any ſuch Jeopardy ; beſides, here was 
much new matter 1n this Indictment : nor had they 
any Record to {hew that they were {o tormerly ar- 
raigned. With which ſeeming to be ſatished, they 
(with the reſt) pleaded Not guilty, 
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As to their traitorous deſigne of murthering the 
King, it was proved upon four of them, That at a 
general Conſult of Jeſuits, April 24. 1678, they 
ſigned a Reſolution to that purpoſe, That Grove 
and Pickering were entertain'd to kill the King, 
and what Reward they were to have. That tour 
Iriſh men were to do the fame villanous act at 
Windſor, and that Fouricore pounds were allotted 
them tor that ſervice, and ſome ſmall addition made 
by Coleman tor expedition, That Whitebread and 
Harcourt were particularly and principally concer- 
ned in theſe Tranſactions , with ſeveral other Ia- 
trigues too tedious here to have been ſpecified. 

It was further proved, that Gavers had been ap- 
pointed to manage Affairs in and about Staffora- 

” fire; and one of the Evidence (who had not be- 
tore appeared again{t any others, nor was acquati- 
ted formerly with Dr. O. or Mr. B. fo that his 
Tettimony was new ; which he very modeſtly and 
judiciouſly delivered, proved, That the ſaid Pritc- 
ner had held Confultations in the Country for Mur- 
thering the King and Subverting the Goverament, I 
&c. which was likewiſe conftirm'd by another. So 1 
that upon the whole matter there were four Wirt- \f 
neſles againſt one of the Priſoners, three againſt a- lf 
nother, and againlt all of them two to each Crime, | 
being all of the ſame nature and horrid intention of | - || 
deltroying the King and ſubyerting the Govern- ut 
ment, 


There 


DO n— 
no 


4 eewr———_ 
— 


33 - | 
#. * "a - £ 
a7 
he *. ” 
” GO 4, : 
$ ” 4.» "I* 
Y; 2905. oe 
a” 


" as 


IE RS IIOE.  o OTn n OI, EOS. Y Ps 5 Ve ©) ogg 
err il OP ee IE on SD Ee ones” 


. ” by wy " 
” A s _—_— : = "© IF Fj 4 £ G <& » 4 .«0nf 4 - , y " : 
s pals 7 SID Wu: * ry Que _ . "4 Fn Ts Mt nee 
+ TCL \ , LY - '4 
” * : F > * * - Lo - a = 5 Aws -- "af L S 
n _ - -& — 


nk 8” S » | 
- 4&6 ER . 


6 

There was likewiſe a [5 produced,and proved 
by a very worthy Gentleman to have been taken 
amongſt Harcourts Papers, that purported to be a 
Summons tua Jeſuite to appear at the faid Conſult 
or Congregation of that Society, on the 24th of 
April, 1a which were directions to this efieCr, That 
they ſhould not come up before the day, nor appear 
much abroad in Town, for fear of a diſcovery of the 
Deſien, which in its own nature required ſecrecy. 
This Letter the ſaid Harcourt owned to have been 
written by a friend of his , but would have avoid- 
ed the true meaning thereof, with a forced Interpre- 
tation, that ſuch Deſegr intended nothing but choo- 
ſing an Officer of their Brotherhood. But the 
words could not with any tolerable ſen{e, be capable 
of any ſuch conſtruction, aad therctore after all the 
fair gloſſes they had put upon it, the ſame was re- 
ferred to the conſideration of the Jury. 

The Priſoners made a great deal of itir, and had 
procured divers perſons from St. Omers , all Ro- 
man Catholicks, and moſt of them young Popiſh 
Students there, to invalidate the Evidence of one 
of the principle Evidence 3 but as they did net well 
agree 1n their Tale, but appeared to have been 
brought hither meerly to ſerve the Priloners, ſo 
the ſame was utterly confuted by corroborating 
evidence for the King. For whereas thoſe young 
Sophiſters, (ready eaough to atlert any thing that 
their Superiours would {uggeſt,or have them to do) 
maintained that Mr, Oats was at St. Omers, all along 
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throughout Aprz/ and (7 1678. and fo could not 
be at the Conſult on the 24th of April; he onthe 
other fide produced ſeveral ſubſtantial and cre- 
dible Witneſſes, that faw him then, in and 
- about Lordon; and particularly one Gentleman 
ſwore, that on the firſt Munday in that May, he 
'Dined with him : Nay one that was himſelt a Papilt, 
and ſuppoſed a Prieſt, ſwore, that he then ſaw him 
at Arundel Houle ; nor were they more Jucky 1n 
ſeveral other of their Allegations, which occaſi- 
oned ſometimes great ſhouts from the people, to 
fee how induſtriouily,and yet how vainly they went 
abour to juſtifie themſelves with pretences, equally 
fooliſh and falſe. 

Never had MalefaCtors a more fair and equal Try - 
al, nor any Court of Juſtice more patience to hear 
and examine all thar the Priſoners could alleadge 
for themſelves, Nor was the method of proceed- 
ing leſs mild and gentle. For whereas they might 
all have been dealt withall, and juſtly Condemned 
for Treaſon as Prieſts, that was not inſilted on, fo 
moderate are Proteſtants againlt pumihing any 
meerly for being Prieſts, though that be woſlt rea- 
ſonably made Capital by our Laws. No cauſe have 
they therefore, or any of their Fa&tion beyond the 
Seas, to complain of harſh uſage, or clamour about 
Perſecution ; it was not for their Religion they were 
tryed, but for their abominable Treafons , which 
were moſt evidently made out againſt them, 


So 


li — $o that after a full hearing-both of all the Wit. | 

F- 'neffes they could produce, (though all Romaniſts, 
who yet were impartially heard and received) and 
whatever they had to ſay for themſelves, (which ra- 
ther conſiſted in flouriſhes, and little captious tricks 
$ of ſubtilty, than any ſolid defence to the matter 
FL they ſtood charged with,) they were all moſt juſtly, 
i and to the great ſatisfaction of all unprejudiced Au- 
12 ditors, Convicted of the High Treaſon they were 
Indicted for. 
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